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Letter of the week

Councillors are
responsible for
planning policy

WITH reference to the article, "Boris adding to housing
pressure, claims head of planning™

Ms Humphrey obviously doesn't get it yet. Since the dopar-
ture of the divisive former Chisf Executive, Mr David Hill, itis
Guildford Borough councillors who are responsible for the
conirol of planning policy, not officers.

Since when did the rules governing the responsibilities of
senlor council employees change to permit an unelected sen-
ior planning officer (o talk w the press to describe how they
think Guildford Bomugh planning policy should respond in
the face of the bluff and bluster from Borls, in ordet o seare
us- Into accepting a massive pro-housing growth strategy,
much of the thinking behind which was developed by the
planning team under Ms Humphiey's conirol during MrHill's
regime, that will result in an increase of 30% of housing in the
horough?

Personglly, T think the leader of the council should tell Ms
Humphrey to curafl her utterances in public, offer her pro-
fessienal advice in private to clected councillors, and let them
decide what the councll leader, not Ms Humphrey, should
communicate: to-borough residents I the face. of Boris'
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